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MISSOULA-A conference focusing on the effects of news media on minorities and women will be
held Saturday, April 12, at the University of Montana in Missoula.
The free public conference, to be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. in the UM Music Recital Hall,
is sponsored by the Montana Advisory Committee (MAC) to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.
According to MAC Chairwoman Helen Peterson of Helena, former publisher of the Hardin
Tribune-Herald, the conference will focus on media employment responsibilities to
minorities and women and its image-making impact on the two groups.
"The media is one of the most pervasive forces shaping our society today," Ms.
Peterson said.

"It has become a major transmitter of cultural standards, myths, values,

roles and images reaching people of all socio-economic levels.

This impact, if based

upon stereotyped notions concerning characteristics of minorities and women, may well
reinforce or instill in the public mind false beliefs about the status of the groups."
Among those tentatively scheduled to participate in the April 12 conference are:
Pam Swiger and Betty Ann Raymond, reporters for the Montana Standard, Butte; Larry Siegel,
general manager of the Billings Gazette; Paul Freeman, Helena, bureau chief of the Associated
Press; Dr. Warren J. Brier, Missoula, dean of the UM School of Journalism, and Cal Jorgensen,
Kalispell, media specialist, Total Community Education, Flathead Valley Community College.
In addition to overview discussions, the MAC has planned some small group workshops
for the morning and afternoon sessions with topics on:

"Stereotyping Women in the Media,"

"Social Change through Public Service Announcements," "Cable 1V and Minority Programming,"
and "Newspaper Imagery and the Native American."
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The MAC is one of 51 units appointed by the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights to
collect information concerning civil rights activities within individual states and the
District of Columbia.
Among the members of the MAC are:

Ulysses S. Doss, chairman of the UM Department

of Black Studies, and Alonzo T. Spang Sr., Lame Deer, former chairman of the UM Indian
Studies Program.
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is an independent, bipartisan, fact-finding
agency of the federal government concerned with the rights of minorities and women,
Those interested in attending the April 12 conference may phone Ms. Peterson in
Helena for additional information, 449-2720.
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